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Welcome  
Our new PSA members this month are: 

Paul Mattingly, South Canterbury, NZ 
Marlene Chaitra, Glen Waverley, VIC 
Stephen Edmonds, Mount Waverly, VIC 
Karen Moffatt-McLeod, Whitianga, NZ  
Tanya Heather, East Kurrajong, NSW 
Australian Horizon Photography Club, 
Kogarah, NSW 

This brings our current Membership in Australia to 167. 
There are currently 22 members in New Zealand. 

Congratulations  
 Mark Stevens has been awarded QPSA.  

 Yvonne Moule has been awarded QPSA. 

If you have achieved something noteworthy that I have missed and 
you would like to share your achievement with fellow PSA 
members please let me know so that I can include your good news 
in a future newsletter.  

If you need assistance with Star Rating applications I can help by 
providing you with a list of the acceptances that you have in the 
PSA acceptances database.  

In only takes 54 acceptances that have been verified through Star 
Ratings to qualify you for QPSA. The sooner you get started, the 
easier it will be to maintain your records in a format that makes 
future applications easy. 
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What can you do in 2020?
Here are a few things you can do in the coming year to get the most out of your PSA 
membership: 

Create or update a gallery on the PSA website: https://psa-photo.org/index.php?boxes-member 

Participate in a Divisional competition such as the Projected Image Division Creative 
competition https://psa-photo.org/index.php?pid-individual-creative-competition 

Participate in a study group: https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-study-groups  

Enrol in a PSA online course https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-online-courses The 
Image Analysis course and the Creating Competitive Images course are both very popular. 

Apply for a Star Rating for the first time or apply for additional Star, Galaxy or Diamond 
ratings so that you can achieve your next ROPA distinction: https://psa-photo.org/index.php?
overview-of-stars-and-ropa-2  

Buy something from a PSA discount partner: https://psa-photo.org/index.php?mypsa-login-
member-discounts  

And to help your fellow PSA members you could: 

Send me a suggestion about how PSA could improve its member benefits and services. 

Give a five-minute presentation about PSA at your local club. I can help you with resources for 
that. 

Send me an image to include on the Australia membership page of the PSA website. Volunteer 
to be an instructor in one of PSA’s online courses https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-
online-courses  

Volunteer to be a mentor https://psa-photo.org/index.php?member-education-mentor-services  

Volunteer to be a Travel Aide https://psa-photo.org/index.php?travel-advisory-service  

Discover a new feature in Photoshop (or your favourite image editor) and share that feature 
with fellow members by sending it to me for the next newsletter. For example, have you 
explored the new hidden Colour Theme and Gradient features in Photoshop 2020? If not, this 
video gives a good overview https://lensvid.com/post-processing/new-hidden-features-in-
photoshop-2020-color-themes-gradients-from-image/  

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?boxes-member
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?pid-individual-creative-competition
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-study-groups
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-online-courses
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?overview-of-stars-and-ropa-2
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?overview-of-stars-and-ropa-2
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?mypsa-login-member-discounts
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?mypsa-login-member-discounts
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-online-courses
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-online-courses
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?member-education-mentor-services
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?travel-advisory-service
https://lensvid.com/post-processing/new-hidden-features-in-photoshop-2020-color-themes-gradients-from-image/
https://lensvid.com/post-processing/new-hidden-features-in-photoshop-2020-color-themes-gradients-from-image/
https://lensvid.com/post-processing/new-hidden-features-in-photoshop-2020-color-themes-gradients-from-image/
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?boxes-member
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?pid-individual-creative-competition
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-study-groups
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-online-courses
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?overview-of-stars-and-ropa-2
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?overview-of-stars-and-ropa-2
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?mypsa-login-member-discounts
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?mypsa-login-member-discounts
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-online-courses
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?education-online-courses
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?member-education-mentor-services
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?travel-advisory-service
https://lensvid.com/post-processing/new-hidden-features-in-photoshop-2020-color-themes-gradients-from-image/
https://lensvid.com/post-processing/new-hidden-features-in-photoshop-2020-color-themes-gradients-from-image/
https://lensvid.com/post-processing/new-hidden-features-in-photoshop-2020-color-themes-gradients-from-image/


 

PSA News

Some
PSA
facts

JANUARY 2010

1. In the first three months of 2020 there will be 89 PSA 
recognised exhibitions; 33 of these will be circuits, giving a 
total of 171 separate exhibitions. These exhibitions will be 
held in 33 different countries.

2. Exhibitions must apply for PSA recognition at least 6 months 
in advance of the closing sate. 

3. There is no limit to the number of sections that may be 
offered in a PSA recognised exhibition. (In contrast to FIAP 
that limits the number of sections to six.) 

4. Only one section in each Star path may be an open section 
but there can also be several themed sections.

5. No section of an exhibition can be recognised by more than 
one Division (so acceptances in any section can count in only 
one Star path).

6. Each section of an exhibition must limit the maximum 
number of images to four.

7. The acceptance rate in each section of an exhibition must be 
no more that 35% of the entries in that section.

2020 PSA Photo 
Festival
The name change (no longer a ‘conference’) is to 
emphasise that this will be a different type of event 
from previous years. There will be fewer meetings 
and more emphasis on photo tours, workshops and 
other opportunities for photography. There is an 
article in the December PSA Journal that highlights 
these changes. 

On the PPSA website you can view or download a 
video that gives a great introduction to all the things 
you can expect. Thank you to Tammy Hammond, 
SMD for Colorado, for putting together that video. 
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?2020-psa-photo-festival  

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?2020-psa-photo-festival
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Some Exhibition Issues
The only acceptances that can be used on PSA Star/Galaxy/Diamond applications are those that 
are received in PSA recognised exhibitions. Recognition is signified with a number such as PSA 
2020-123. Before entering any exhibition that you think might have PSA recognition be sure to 
check the Current Exhibitions page of the PSA website to make sure that the exhibition is listed. 
You can select this page from the menu or got directly to https://psa-photo.org/index.php?
exhibitions-current-exhibition-list. The exhibitions with PSA recognition are listed by Division 
with basic information about the official name of the exhibition, the PSA recognition number, 
the country hosting the exhibition, number of sections, number of judging (for circuits) and a 
link to the exhibition web site. Further down the page the upcoming exhibitions are listed by the 
month of their closing date. These lists are updated regularly and there is a note on the 
exhibitions page to tell you when the list was last updated. 

In recent months there have been several examples of exhibitions trying to attract entrants with 
emails that give the impression they have PSA recognition when they do not. In some cases 
these are exhibition that had recognition in previous years - so be alert. There are others that 
have been advertising a reduced rate for entering multiple exhibitions over the next one to three 
years when none of those exhibitions have PSA recognition.  

If you have inadvertently entered an exhibition that you thought had PSA recognition when in 
fact it did not, or you have paid in advance for exhibitions that are promising to get PSA 
recognition some time in the future I suggest you ask for a refund. 

Thanks to the hard work of our Australian volunteer Nadia Filiaggi as Exhibitions Grievance 
Co-ordinator there is now an efficient mechanism for following up complaints about 
exhibitions. You can contact Nadia at exhibition-complaints@psa-photo.org. 

Over the Christmas period some exhibitions were late sending out report cards or putting results 
on their website. Most exhibitions advertise that they will provide results about a week after 
judging is complete but the official PSA  requirement is that results are provided no later than 
14 days after the judging is completed. When exhibitions do not meet this requirement the 
Regional Exhibition Services Directors follow up on the issue. 

When an exhibition completes its judging, they have 30 days in which to submit their 
Exhibition Data Acceptances Spreadsheet (EDAS) to PSA. When the EDAS is received, the 
name of the exhibition is highlighted in yellow on the Closed Exhibitions page of the PSA 
website and as soon as possible volunteers enter the results in the PSA acceptances database. It 
is only then that the Star Ratings Directors can deal with those acceptances on Star/Galaxy 
applications - so please check the PSA website before submitting your application, particularly 
if it includes acceptances from recent exhibitions. If your application contains acceptances from 
exhibitions that have not submitted their EDAS is cannot be processed. 
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Volunteers Needed
PSA cannot function without a huge team of volunteers. Opportunities for volunteering are 
posted regularly on this page https://psa-photo.org/index.php?present-volunteer-
opportunities.

Some of the current positions that need volunteers are;

Ethics Review Co-ordinator

Travel Aides

Details of who to contact for these positions are available from the above link.

In addition, there is a need for more Star Ratings Directors. If you have a few hours to 
spare each week and you would like to help your fellow members in this way please email the 
Senior Star Ratings Director, Jenni Horsnell, on ssrd@psa-photo.org 

Photo Travel Guidelines
Entries in the Photo Travel sections of exhibitions are required to meet the Photo Travel 
definition which you can read here https://psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-photo-travel#ad-
image-12  This definition is also required to be shown on the website of exhibitions that have 
Photo Travel sections. If you review the catalogues of exhibitions you will soon see that not 
all judges interpret this definition in the same way. You will probably also appreciate the 
difficulty that judges have in deciding if images meet criteria such as “Images from events or 
activities arranged specifically for photography, or of subjects directed or hired for 
photography are not appropriate.”  There are similar challenges for judges when they are 
trying to decide if images satisfy the Nature and Photojournalism definitions.  

In the three ‘reality-based’ Divisions (Nature, Photojournalism and Photo Travel) ultimate 
responsibility for submitting images that meet the relevant definitions lies with the entrant and 
judges can just do their best to interpret what they see and make fair judgements about the 
images. If you have a Photo Travel, Photojournalism or Nature image that you know is 
legitimate but which you suspect judges might have some doubts about them you are probably 
better off entering it in an open section. 

The Photo Travel Division is in the process of refining a set of guidelines for judges to 
illustrate the types if images that should and should not be considered as meeting the Photo 
Travel definition and hopefully this will result in greater consistency in judging. As soon as 
possible, I will provide you with further information about these guidelines. 
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Some Upcoming Exhibitions
Maitland International. (PSA 2020-006) https://maitlandsalon.myphotoclub.com.au/ Print and 
digital. Entries close 13th January 2020.  

Southern Cross. (PSA 2020-124). http://oz3d.info/Southern%20Cross/southerncross.html 
Stereo. Entries close 23rd March. 

A full list of upcoming PSA recognised exhibitions is available here https://psa-photo.org/
index.php?exhibitions-current-exhibition-list  

It is important to support Australian exhibitions.  I have heard that the Sydney International and 
the Sydney Harbour International have both been discontinued due in part to poor support from 
Australian entrants. Don’t let any more Australian exhibitions disappear.

Whether or not you enter Photo Travel competitions you will find interesting reading in the 
free quarterly publication of the Photo Travel Division - the Photo Traveller.  If you are not 
already on the subscription list for this quarterly online publication all you have to do is 
contact the associate editor John Martin at jmartin@hemc.net. The latest edition has the 
following articles: 
1)  "Adventures in the UK" by Cindy Wilson-Risko, a travelogue of London, Edinburgh, 
York, and the Scottish Highlands.  
2)  "I Love Paris in the Springtime" by Tom Tauber, APSA, MPSA, an experienced Paris 
visitor exploring some less well-known venues. 
3)  "Perth, an Isolated City in the World" by Malabika Roy, PPSA introducing the capital of 
Western Australia.  
4)  "A Step Back in Time" by Sharifa Khatri, MPSA describing the “step wells” of India, 
architectural treasures thousands of years old 
5)  "The Forgotten Pearls by God" by Pamela Liu about her experience at an orphanage in 
Myanmar. 
6)  "Speaking of Spokane" by Sammy Somekh, FPSA, ARPS, EFIAP reviewing the PSA 
conference as an overseas attendee.   
7)  "Animals, Agreeable Friends of Travel Photography" by Janice Koskey explaining how 
animals can reveal cultural characteristics 
8)  "Unusual Views of Usual Places" by Lisa Marie Cirincione presenting interesting 
approaches to making evocative images 

The Photo Traveller
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If you need help with any PSA matters please contact me. 

Regards, 
Roy 

Dr Roy Killen, APSA, GMPSA, EFIAP, APSEM 
PSA Membership Vice President  
Australia Membership Director for PSA 

Email: roykillen@mac.com  
Mobile: 0419434311 

1st January 2020

Friendship
Do you have images portraying friendship? If so, you might consider entering them in the 
Ollie Fife Theme Exhibition, PSA's only division-sponsored recognised exhibition. The 
exhibition is run by the Photojournalism Division and you can get full details here http://
psa-programs.org/ollie-fife/ There are both digital and print sections and a very low entry 
fee. Entries close on 8th February. 

As well as portraying friendship, the entries must satisfy the Photojournalism definition.

What is it?
Can you recognise what this image is 
and work out how I created it?   

Would you regard this as a legitimate 
entry in a photographic competition?   

Let me know your thoughts and I will 
share them with everyone in the next 
newsletter. I have a prize for the best 
(publishable) response.
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